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Working

Two questions are at the present time occupying the fore-
ground of international politics: the Ruhr and the English ulli-
matum to Soviet Russia. 1 shall speak here of the latter point, as
it touches us directly,

What was the reason of the ultimatum, and what explains
our compliant attitude with respect to this ultimatum? .

It must be plainly and clearly stated: England—here we are
of course speaking of ruling bourgeois England—has simply been
true fo her old traditional policy i issuing this ultimatum, Her

P present action against us may, in a ceértain sense, be regarded as
the continuation of her old struggle against Russia. b
What are the fundamental lines upon which English
litics have always been conducted? It must not be forgotien
at the English bourgeoisie is more experienced than any other,
The essence of English politics has invariably consisted in setting
other couniries against one another, of slamﬁng aside and letting
other q’ople fetch the chestnuts out of the fire.
¢ all know the policy which was pursued by the English
during the iniervention and the blockade. Russia’s losses in the
imperialist war amounted fo 3,080,000, whilst England only lost
455,000, that is, scarcely the sixth part. In order that Lord
Curzon might be in a position to hand us a ten d:\iys ultimatum,
over 3 million Russian workers and peasanis had {o bleed for
the honor of English imperialism. Some day we shall present
this account {o the English bourgeoisie. Then England in-
augurated the period of intervention and blockade. England
herself did not go o war, but she sent expeditionary troops to
Archangel and Murmansk. With what object? In order fo
mobilize Russian workers and peasants for the White Guards,

and fo force them to fight against the red workers and peasans.
Throughout the whole od of the occupation, England did
T , cons

not lose more than 10 fo 15 men, but on the othe
demned hundreds and thousands 1o a wretched fate.
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Imperialism and Soviet Russia

Extract from the speech delivered by comrade Trotzky at the 6th. All Russian Metal Workers Congress on June 6. 1923,

England demands from us compensation on account of two
English subjects. We are surprised at the modesty of Lord
Curzon's demands; he does not require campensation for the
15 or 30 English who died in northern Russia.

We have not yet forgotten the name of that English officer
who had our 26 comrades murdered in Baku. Some day we
shall also demand from the English bourgeoisie that it pays
peusions to the relatives of these 20 comrades.

Now-—after the period of armed ‘invention—there came a
change, a conunercial agreement with us. What was the cause |
of this change of front? Lloyd George hoped to reduce the ‘
number of unemployed by these means, and at the same time to
bring Russia under (he yoke, if not by force, then at least by
money, But we have developed our forces in an entirely different
direction fo that desired by the English bourgeoisic. Besides ]
this, the situation has improved in England since ‘then, and we :
never played a very great role in the foreign relations of Great 1
Britain, i

Again we are in the midst of a dark period, full of the
dangers of similar complications, or even more serious ones, than
those involved in the English ultimatum. Apart from the im.
provement of the economic situation in England, and {o some
extent in the other countries of Europe (here 1 do not :ruk &
America, where the pulse of capital is beating mightily),
esdential character of cagitalist economics is mainly ezrmad in
the kwhr occupation, which is nothing less than a devastation
and a poiential war, There is no normal capitalist life in Eu
Even such a small incident as the upheaval in Bulgaria shoy
that the whoa of bo is society, at least u Europe, is
suffering from intermitient fever. ~The latest felograms
that the Bulgarian revolution has been :
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ive from Persia, has now overthrown the Persian national

t, which beyond doubt was supporied by the overwhel-
nﬂum‘j:'rl oiﬁcw,,ndhs it by her own
agents. story of r is nof af an end yét. Fresh conflicts
are arising Tom it every day in the form of shootings and arrests.
In France the royalists, converting themselves info Fascisti, have

we m erve very serious sympioms

of a new orientation in the bour‘eoisie. especially in Frauce, but
in England. In France, the delusions

of viclory spread abroad by the national bloe are beginuing 1o
i ly among the workers, but also among the
eoisie is laking sides with the lefl bloc

of radicals, radical ih. l.':ﬁlb" b-iki. The next c)eau;n;s.
in about 11 or 12 moaths, wili ring victory to the leit
is will lead to some form of umderstanding with

Russia. This does noi mean that the left has auy frieudly
feelings towards us, but during its rule, the powerlessness of the

And in England, the Conservatives are noi elecied for
all time. The Labor Party, that is, the En{luh Mensheviki and
likera s, the independents, all of which taken together may be
des.ynated as the English Kerenskydom, will take the place of
the Conservatives. ; :

In ihe meanwhile, the conservative wing of the English

sie is anxious to utili n«ylsuh&y a Fascist
war against Soviet Russia. What was task set Lord Curzon
when he s'nt us the uitimatum? He boped that we would act
n su-h & manner that it could be ‘as an ofience against
the wove nment oil (}‘r$th ll!rihm. am as a violation of the pdﬂ;f
opinion of all Englis ilistines, and petty bousgeoisie—among
ﬂ&hm the l‘-hilism'm and petty bourgeoisie of the Labor Party.

We had fo first make the Philistines realize the actual
ousstion bemg deall with; and as their skulls are made of 2
mater'al recuiring a i period for ils pemetration, the
ten days term was inadequate. The task set us was 1o n:‘y‘;vw.
Lord Curzom, defend the dignity of ihe English na
defend it even more; if Jou are magnaninious, we are more
magnan'mous still, more desirous of peace; if you do not want
war, we want it three times less! That was the import of
our rerly.

“The first formal rauholmpdkthsheammm
amm%ﬁuhumdm Bui we have
no guaraniee for the permapency of the situation thus created.
It is not merely a question of a ru of relations with Great
Bria'n. Our neighbours are Polan and Roumania, and despite
all Lord Curzon's assurances as o his peaceiul intentions, still
our “ friends ” on our west frontier have signified their imention
of giving us military difficulties, .and of making use of the one
gmmm:' which the nationa! blocs are likely to be

power,

up-

ceriain 8'tuation con and the gigantic revolutionary process

sirides forward in the tmfhmmﬁy land
rendered 80 uncasy by the resolution passed at our 12ib

on the pational question. We coutinue 1o develop and

mumw“mmubwq out in

every resvect and all within the Soviet federation, which

will exercse ﬂnm_mded-&e‘orhm’pmh

We shall carry oui this policy in particular in the of

our army orgasization.

The process of emancipation among the peoples

hmmmﬂ.uﬂyuma—m'ﬁ.

preveni our army

next feverish period, but rather

mh‘nm'prwm

our best forces, o the

the same time, we have

our army on the

devisions will

‘lhndw remain in the

Ww?urlkw

repy to every blow dealt

of our air fleel.

we an

'i

%
i
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bourgeoisie into aeroplanes, we shall be able to put an end fo
these attacks

But if our work for the development of the air fleet, and
of our. war technics generally, is to be made really possible and
fruitful, it is uecessary above all to develop our indusiry and
the foundation of our industry—the metal industry, We are
terribly short of metal. Instead of relaling to you all that I have
on infernational politics in reply to the question as to wh
Lord Curzon sent us his ultimatum, I might simply have replied,
that whilst in America there is about 20 pud of steel per head,
and in Russia we had about 1 pud 32 lbs per head belore the
war, we now have only 14 pounds per inhabitant. 1 think that
every worker in our country, above all every metal worker, must
impress these figures on his mind. There is no better propaganda,
uo better method of instruction than this. We have very little
metal, and the new culture and new technics are the technics
of metal

The trade unions have rendered it potsible for the worker
io expend almost the same sum as before the war on the re-
production of his vilal energy, his perves, and muscles. But in
our ndusiries we are carrying on exiensive ecenomies. This
musi not confinue. The most important task now set us, which
decides our fate for a long period, is the rational and scientific
organization of indusiry. The concentration and proper organi-
zation of production is as difficult a task today as was the
struggle for state power in Oclober.

By means of enormous exertions, we are building up a
new form of life, step by siep, on the basis of what we have
already won. We must be able to reply to every question con-
cerning the life of the worker, to every ftrifle. The worker will
demand from us, especially from the trade unions, that we be
capable of answering all questions of vital concern to him. The
form of life still existing today is the old, petty-bourgeois form.
The working class will ?«l the need of devoting earnest thought
:io ;ts Id‘ail)v life. And the press must reflect every trifle of this

aily life,

v The foundation of the scientific organization of indusiry is
metal. Our culture is a wood culture. Wood is a wonderful
material, but omly when it is in the right place. The further we
advance, the more metal we require. coming epoch is the epoch
of iron, of concrete, and of glass. There is tco litile iron flowing
in the veins of our economiic organism, and the outsundinﬁ
feature of the impending period of our economic struggle wil
be the fight for metal. More metal for our economics! And more
metal in the character of the people! Three cheers for metal!

POLITICS

The Slogan of the Workers’
and Pesanis’ Govermnent
By E. Varga.

The new slogan of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Governmeat
most i t result of the session of the Enlarged Exe-
ive of the C.1. The necessity of broadening the basis of our
t follows from the naiure of the inernational situation.
geoisie has learned much froms ihe countinued existemce

i

of the Russian Soviet Government. It will not repeal the errors
which it made when the Russian Soviet Government arose, and
when the arian Soviet Republic came into beipg. It wall
vot be * taken | mrpme"‘:rn.itwmm ain nidicule the
proletariat’s will fo power capacity for political

as childish and We must the fact that,
the bourgeoisie will offer the mosi determined and bitler resisi-
ance to every fresh at seizure of power.

The industrial agr iat alone is, under
these circumstances, not powerful enough 1o defeat the bour-
ﬁmqpargnmhrlyuqudhhdumtmmd

proletariat are pressed into the service of the bourgeoisie by
the social democrats. The revolutionary proletariat must
allies in the camp of the non-proletarians.

Ol(bmwnxobhnu classes who are ial allies,
the most important is the working peasant class. tunﬂoﬂm
for the reason that the working peasant is no exploiter. though
the small and middle peasants possess pronerty, they do mot
mﬁnuml.udbmupm”&mkm'iﬁnlw
mq‘l‘zm&nmuth:‘um buis:‘wtheapplz

own , nof as a means of exploifi
ot labor power ploiting

Here we have at once indicated to us those straia of the
C""" whom we may count as allies, our allies can

Mrmuwwu.&m*auu:
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On the other hand, the peasant class is well adapted 1o be
our ally, since it is likewise victim of capitalist exploitation,
This" exploitation is praciised not directly, as in the case of the
proletariat, but indirectly. Trustifield finance capital artificially
raises the -price of industrial products, artificially lowers the
price of agriculiural products, and in this way indirectly exploits
the peasanis; morcover, it pockets, in the form of loan capital, of a
mounopoly of the means of transport, and of usurious commercial
transactions, 4 considerable part of the income earned by the wor-
king peasamis. Proletariat and peasaniry are thus conirouted by a
c:l)lmnwn enemy; this circumstance affords a real basis for a class
alliance.

The question now arises: how can the tactic of co-operalion
with the working peasantry be reconciled with the dictatorship
of the proletariat? We must here iusist that the liarities of
the peasants’ mode of production, the fact that the peasants of
necessity live scattered over wide areas, and that they consume
a greal part of their products in their own homes, invelve a
much looser connection of this class with the economic system
as a2 whole, than is the case with the bourgeoisie or the prolefariat.
Their mode of production renders the peasants incapable of large-
scale organizaiion such as is necessary fo rule a country. is
explains the fact that, during the whole course of history, the

samtry has never, in amy country, been the ruling class for
ong. During the present historical epoch the peasaniry musi be
led either by the bourgeoisie or by the proletariat. The question
for the peasants is: Are they lo be led, bul not ex ited, by the
workers—as in Soviet Russia, or are they (o be led and exploited
by the capitalists—as in the capitalist countries? If we the
cuestion thus clearly to the peasants, if we are capable of ing
them plainly the daily conilict of interests between working
peasants and agrarian capitalists, then there can be mo doubt
that it will be possible for us to win broad masses of working
peasants for the sm;gegle against the bourgeoisie, and, after the
victory over it, for defence of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat. The slogan of the “ Waorkers’ and Peasants’ Gavern-
ment ", the practical s gnificance of which is a - * government of
the workers and working peasanfs”, wul be a lever for the
progress of the Communist revolutionary movement.

Eng¢land and the Ruhr
By M. Philips Price.

The settlement of the Anglo-Russian crisis of last May,
was brought about by two faciors in England—firsily by the
opposition, which the government did not dare to ignore, of the
organized Labor movement and secondly by the victory in the
British cabinet of the group round Mr, Baldwin. As regards the
first, Mr. Baldwin has openly admitted that the number of resolu-
tions pouring in to him from the local Labor Parties and Trades
Councils, LLP.’s and other Socialist branches, to say "“"""ﬁ
of those of the Communist Party, was so great that be was unab!
to deal with them and that theréiore he was compelled 1o hand
them over to Mr. Henderson to answer them. There is no doubt

that the ruling classes in England saw that, if the policy of Lord
Curzon was allowed {0 succeed, a mzn daglmm mternal situa-

o S Iy

the cotion trade and engineerin

with them, feel that their best markets are on the contnent and
that there can be no hope for any large trade revival, as far as
their industries are concerned, unless the purchasing pover of
Germany is revived. They point oul that many of the British
manufactures are of the type, infended for a white population in
a lsgtln su‘ice of 'nydifatiou lmd that therefore it is uscless o ex-
pect that refatively small and slowly increasing white -
tion of the British colonies can replagc the lou‘ol the E‘atnwl
Furopean markets. A recent report of the Federation of British
Indusiries expresses these views in no umcertain voice. On the
other hand there is another tendency, which the British govern-
ment has to take into cousideration and which is represented
i the government by the First Lord of the Admiraliv Mr. Amery,
which would abandon Europe altogether and concentrate solely
on the British colonies and dominions. The appointment of Mr.
Baldwin as Prime Minister scems to suggest that not only has the
Curzon clique with its anti-Russian policy been abandoned, but
that also the indusirial group in England, which is not prepared
to abandon the continental markets altogether, will be allowed (0
bave a voice in the policv of the government.

_But what does this policy imply? It implies a more active
opposition to the French in the Ruhr. And the first sympiom of
this was seen in the decision of the Baldwin government fo raise
the air fleet to 60 squadrons, whereby the British air fleet would
be brought to about hali the French tleet. That was to be a be-
ginning.

But here the British government is faced with an infernal
coniradiction. I must either abandon its policy of ** tranquility ”
or clse face the loss of its imiluence on the continent. And it
is wot ouly ihe trading and finished indusiry elements of the
British bourgeoisie who want o counteract the French policy in
the Ruhr, but also some sections of the big banki aristocracy.
The infernational money lending interesis in Wall Street and the
City of London, the Rothschilds, Greufels, Kleinwerts, ‘Morgans
and the banking group, of which Mr. McKenna is the head and
which is short { to be represented in the Baldwin cabinet by
McKenna himself, as Finance Minister; all ihese want to prevent
at all costs the creation of a Slinnes —de Wendel heavy industry
trusi, the amalgamation of German coal and coke i ies in
the Rubir with the French iron and smelting planis in Lorraiue.
They are opposed not so much to an amalgamation, as
but {o an amalgamation without their participation, becaus: tha
would definitely exciude them from industrial, financial or po-
litical influence on the comtinent. Like hawks round a gmg
horse, they loresee that one day the German bourgeoisie will be
faced with the necessity of siabilizing the mark and they wish
to obiain their share of the guaraniees for the floating of an
international loan. Stinnes shall not be allowed fo be anly
creditor of the baunkrupt German Reich, nor shall he be allowed
to have the sole control of the German railways,

And so the Baldwin governmeni is on the horus of a di-
lesuma, which, however, is typical of the anarchy within the ca-
pitalist system. For successiul stabilization of the CGerman mark
and for the floating of an interdational reparations loan, peace
and tranquility is necessary. And yet the necessary condifions
cannot be obiained without preventine Siinnes irom out
the German Reich to the Comité des Forges. Aad in to
stop this a mew British air fleet must be built, a new race for

-
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ust as the old school of British labor leader led the Labor Party
with bourmisic in the war against Prussian

sown of a situation, in which
mmwmhldthe[‘horpmyinawunainu
The traditional policy of the British

capitalist class to secure its domination by supporting the weakest
Et;wer on the continent against the strongest will be carried on
the present labor leaders, On the other hand, there is a slow

but very perceptible growth of an opposition movement within
the Labor in not b‘z any means confined to the members
of the British unist Party, who have by dint of hard work
in the trade unions, suceaedetlingmi lves elected as

ng

Labor Party tes. The LL.P,, which with all its sentimenial

d%‘uml. ‘un-Marxian phunologz. has a healthy
proletarian instinet and is sound at heart, is likely to play no
unimportant role in fi tiniuthe opportunist policy of the right
wgludmolthe ty. attitude of some of these
of the Labor Party o[ppaition is best seen by that
the Scotch LL.P. delegates to
e Buchanan, who said: “armed
s ; clubbing the workers in in-
dustrial sirikes, If wished to be logical, they must say that
all these kinds of armaments were wrone and vot» accordingly in
the House of Commons.”

The Ruhr Crime and the Franco-
German Proletariat
By Emil Hollein (Berlin).

”:‘{i “victorious” people, the French have had (o
m for their ha victory in the last great war by thousand-

8| arrogance among the military
reactionists, rank fmth of crassest nationalism, ruthless
suppression policy at home and and the constantly in-
creasing pressure of capifal on the exploited masses — these are
the outward and visible signs of the policy pursued by victorious

rance.

And to all this must be added, as a factor further enhancing
and maintaining reaction, the inexorable determination of French
capitalism and tmfghhm to acquire emony over Euro,
and the world. Th nguom treaty of Versailles, which t
other allies were blinded by their guilty consciences into agreeing
to, to the advantage of their French comg'ﬁton, is the weapon
with which France is trying to realize
power and world domination. A straight
lmdwvmm%‘bMMthuhrby
French and Belgian troom:nmu line is the wnqualilied deter-
mination of French imperialism to secure the basis of economic

r indispensable for the execution of its plans for hegemony

is, to sscure the comtrol of the ore a coal of West Ger-
many, Belgium, East and North France.

boundless plans of

reparation Ea)'meuts, to France, Instead of this, the result has
been a nightmare burden on France’s economic life: chronic
shomgen;f coal and coke, increased coal imports from England
at ruinous prices, resullant sharper pressure on the rate of
exchange of the franc, general rise in prices, increasing dearness
in every direction, disturbance of production and unrest among
the masses of workers and consumers.

In the face of these facts, it is no wonder that dissatis.
faction is growing, and becoming more and more evident, all
over the country; that faith is Eroportionally decreasing in
Poincaré’s magic incanfation of: “Germany must and will pay
for everything!”; that the rebellion of the petty bourgeoisie
against Poincaré’s policy of violence, at home and abroad, is
spreading widely; and that Poincaré himself is obliged to cling
convulsively auJ obstinately, but with ever diminishing success,
to his Ruhr policy, as the sole means by which he can retain his
glorious ministerial position.

It is true that for several years the French imperialist
regaralious policy was the sheet anchor of the Bloc National
which arose out of the jingo elections of November 10, 1919,
All parties—bourgeois and socialist alike—with the exception
of the communists, have hitherto accepted without question the
nationalist phrases concerning reparations. And even today
the columns of that press which advocates a Leit Bloc for the
forthcoming elections, do not venlure to express any deterntined
opposition o Poincaré’s criminal Ruhr policy, or to counter
Poincaré’s program of annexation and devastation by serious

oposals for a capitalist peace. Hall measures and weakness,
if not actual cowardice, are the most conspicuous characteristics
of the leit bloc coming into being, a bloc whose idea is to do
s:;od electoral business by means of a fictitious struggle against
the open reaction at home, but o be very careful to avoud all
conilicts with Poincaré’s foreign policy, so that in the end every-
thing may go on as before.

And Poincaré makes full use of this weakness of his leit
bourgeois adversaries. For him the Ruhr question is not merely
one of state politics, but, at the same tinlls{and above all, a vital
personal question. He, as one of the chieF-fnstigators of the great
umperialist crime of 1914—18, can only escape condemnation by
attempting to maintain, under all circumstances, the lie para-
graphed in the Versailles treaty—the lie aitributing the whole
responsibility for the war to German imperialism. And he can
only do this if he can succeed, by means of successes abroad,
nationalist agitation, and deeds of violence, in further stultifying
the conscience of the people, still much prejudiced against every-
rhmg"()emun. Hence his constant endeavours to launch armed
;m upon Germany, Hence also his open compact with the
hdck:st reaction, and even with monarchist counter-revolution;
::da ence his blind rage against the sole enemy which seriously

ngers his policy of imperialist robbery—the French and

infernational communists, and the i
o » red revolutionary trade

. The Essen Conlerence, held on the 6th and 7th of Janua
of this year, laid down the general lines of the common E'trugzrl{
to ae undertaken by the Franco-German and West FEuropean
prolefariats against Poincaré’s Rubr adventure, with its disastous
economic and political results, and its dangers of imperialist war;
icated the work fo be done by national, regional and local
commitiees of action against imperialism and war; on the other

L, it furnished the pretext for an attempt to have French com-
mn:'m&m o:nd revol‘::tl%:uy Fsynd:callAsHl outlawed, and .for a

blood in France. rticipators in the Essen
ﬁco“qkm, an all members of the tion‘: ittee  of
on, were arrested, and were to be physically and mora
M‘lh & death by means of innumerable ?t‘)'rged t ‘25
wi aid of corrupt judges, _This attempt at int tion

n conference met in
ternational protest demonstration took
comrades were able
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v:? doubtful. In order to assure this condemnation, Poincaré
and his marionette Ministers resolved fo bring the “communist
couspiracy” against the internal and external security of the
French bourgeois republic, to trial before the senate, acting in
its capacily of state court of justice, A governmental decree of
May 7 ordered that 34 communists and red trade unionists be
brought before the state court of justice on May 24. But, on
May 8, the whole of those accused of conspiracy, with {he
exception of the youthful comrade Péri and mysell, were
suddenly released fiom an imprisonuent on remand which had
already lasted four months, On Ma¥ 24 the stafe court of justice
flatly reused fto accede to Poincarés demand for ferrorist class
i\usnce against the communists, and Poincaré performed his well-
amown comedy of cliimbing down. On the following day Péri
end | were also released on the orders of the Atforney-Goneral
Lescouvé. While Péri regained complete liberty on leaving the
hospital, Poincaré ordered the Minister for Infernal Affairs,
Maunoury, to keep me under arrest as an “adminisirative”
prisoner, so that he might have at least one defenceless objcct
upon which o wreak venFeance for the rebuff given him by the
Senate, In flagrant violation of all law and justice, I was
degraded 10 a hostage, and it was not until June 8, that I was
set at liberty and escorted to the German frontier, after even the
gudge of the court of inquiry, Jousselin, to whom the records of
he conspiracy were referred, had dismissed the action brought
against all those accused of conspiracy, with the exception of
those indicted of anti-militarist propaganda.

Although Poincaré¢ ordered the Atiorney-General fo enfer
an appeal against this decision of the court of inquiry, the
present{ communist trial is none the less dead, dead as a door-
nail. But Poincaré would not be the obstinate and unscruplous
reactionary and despot that he is, if he did not now attempt fo
attain his object, the annihilation of the enemies of his imperialist
foreign policy by White Terror, in another way. The attempt
made simply to set aside the Senate for the future, since it is
not obedient to his wishes, and to sutsiitute for it a spineless
special court ready to do his hiddinﬁ; th2 open favor accorded
the deeds of violence committed by the royalist blackmailers and
Fascisti; and the latest debates on the foreign policy of -the
Government, have all clearly demonsirated that Poincaré and his
National Bloc are determined to continue their policy of robbery
abroad and their regime of White Terror at home. Their
rrospects can only be improved by a success in the Ruhr, And
n order to attain this object, they are prepared to perpetrate any
shameful deed at home or abroad.

This criminal determination of Poincaré, and the sinister
and no less crim'nal machinations of the Cuno government, which
is preparing fo capitulate to French imperialism, and is doing
its utmost to provoke the German proletariat by a ruthless,
enervating, and crushing campaign of starvation. in order to
be better able to deal it a bloody defeat, and, having destroyed
its will-power and its soul, harness it to the chariot of the inter-
national trusis—are these not shrill signals of warning to the
German and French proletariats? The/ suppression and sub-
jection of the German working class signifies at the same time
suppression and subjection, mass misery and mass death, for
the French working class. This common threat to their lives
necessitates that the German and French workers fight shoulder
to shoulder in self-defence again the common enemy, national
capitalism and imperialism in both countries.

The Essen and Frankfort Conferences point the way fo
the class-conscious ariat of France and Germany. The
present hour, with its threats of new conilicis and war dangers,
demands increased vigilance and a steeling of the will to self-

ation in the working class. The ger is grave and
immediate. But the German and French proletariats wiil prove
themselves capable of meeting the danger by a tenacious struggle
for social revolution,

e —

Setiling Accounts with the Left Bloc
in the French Chamber

On the occasion of the political debate which took
on]nnei:'l.inlluf' Chamber of Deputies, comrade
a

munist $ t with regard o the left bloc now in

financial powers who alone possess real authorify, 1 am also
aware that, despite the present hostile speeches between the
various bourgeois parties, these parties will all be perfactly
uniled again as econ as the capifalist system is threatened, as.
was the case in 1019 and 1920.” The speaker then referred (o the
conditions under which the present French Parliament came into
existence in 1916: One of the big factors in the election struggle
of 1919, was the union of economic interests, This great
employers' unicn, which carried on propaganda at this time with
the aid of enormous sums of money, and financed the election
campaign of the bourgeois party, had a program comprising,
amongst other things, the refurn ol state monopolies to private
industry, the dissolution of the officials’ trade unions, the com-
pletz decontrol of economics, and the abolition of the 8 hour day,
Aftzr the elections of 1019, this union of economic interests
published a small pamphlet, from which comrade Renaud Jean
read a few characterizlic passages. The pamphlet pointed out
that out of the depuiies elected, 370 unreservedly supported the
program of the ¢mployers’ union, 27 were in favor of the pro-
gram, but with -rescrvations, 81 were opposed to it, while
#0 were doubtful. To the cbvious embarrassment of the de-
puties, the communist speaker read aloud the list of the men who
sold themselves to capital in November 1019, He followed this
b{ pointing out that the 379 absolute supporters of the em-
ployers’ program include almost all the men of the national bloc
as well as 20 radicals, that is, one third of the present radical
fraction of the chamber. And if we count those deputies who
expressed their agreement under certain reservations with the
employers’ program, theri we find one hali of the radical fraction

ving it support. And it is with these radical opponents of the
5 hour day that the social democrats are now forming the left
bloc. Renaud Jean otserved. “I think I have sulficiently proved
that in 1919 the right and left wings of the bourgeoisie were
agreed, It is therefore the more remarkable that they are now
fighting one another like apparently irreconcilable enemies. There
is every reason for believing that this enemity is not to be {aken
too seriously. Some months aller the elecioral viclory of the
combined bourgeois parties, the country was convulsed by a
frightful social conflict. In order to protect their threatened
rights, the railwaymen proclaimed a general strike in May 1920,
Tﬁe majority of the other unions joined in. There were 1 mil-
lion workers on sirike in the country, and the big capitalists
became alarmed. The strike was discussed in the chamber on
May 27. 1020. The governmental majority agreed fo a motion
K:gposed by Dumesnil, who was in favor ol sharp measures

ing adopted against the strikers, and expressed his confidence
that the government would restore order, The same motion
expressed special appreciation of the scabs who placed them-
seﬁu at the disposal of the employers for the suppression of the
strike, On the same day all party differences were dro for
the sake of defending threatencd interests ol capital. The
radicals joined their votes to those of the national bloc.
M. Herriot (the well know radical great gun and champion of
the left bloc) joined forces with M. Daudet (the monarchist and
Fascist chieftain), Here M. Herriot interjected: “The republic
has to be defended against both, the left and right. We are
opposed to any violence and against any dictatorship. M. Re-
naud Jean, go on with your denunciation.” Renaud Jean replied:
“Is if an insuit to remind you of how you once cast youx
votes?”

The speaker was interrupted by a radical interjection:
“You are the enemies of the republic, "just as much as the
monarchists,” Renaud Jean: “That is so; we are ihe enemies of
the bourgeois republic!’ And what was the attitude adopted by

the radicals to the question of foreign politics? I shall merel

. adduce two examples here: the calling up of the army class 191

in May 1921; and the occupation of the Rohr area in 1923, In

the chamber debate on May 26. a motion was ac in favor
of the reparation ;;ohcy which demanded 132 milliard gold marks
from Germany. The motion further a of the calli ug

of the army class 1919, in_order that military pressure migh
be exercised on Germany: Three fourths of the radical depu
of the chamber voted for this mofion.”

Interiection by Herriot, “At that time France stood
opposed et?(krmn{! We are republicans and Frenchmen.”
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and foilers in city and village to unite, and to li,ght indepen-
dently for the preservation of their interests and for the reali-
zation of the slogans issued by the Communist Party. The
Communist Party calls upon the small-holding and non-proper-
tied peasants of the Peasants' League to break with the village
bourgeoisie, to cease to support the large landowners and village
mayors, and fo &ve,po support to the capitalists, bankers,
and usurers of the cities, or to their d:‘rlties. The agrarian
government, its policy and b{ its s, has shown itself
1o be the defender of the interests of the exploiters and oppressors,
and the enemy of the toilms Fopuhlion of the villages, The
toiling peasantry which have followed this government must now
oppose the policy and actions of their leaders, and grasp the
brotherly hand of the Communist Party, which unites the working
people in town and ‘counuc'( for the common struggle against
the beurgeoisies of city and village.

In the midst of this fight between two wings of the
bourgeoisie, each striving to draw the masses of the people into
the struggle for its own parposes, we call upon the working
peo;{: i town and couniry to form the united front of the
workers, and to fight for the slogans of the Communist Party:

~ Annulment of the peace treaty of Neuilly, of the repa-
rations and national debts, People’s tribunal for those guilty of
the war, Abolition of the taxation pressing upon the workers
and small-holding masses. Abolition of obligatory work. Pay-
ment of the whole taxation by the city and village bourgeoisies,
&E;ntmu of income, of capu:l( and of property, by progressive
1

S
i
i

Xes; progressive taxation of large bequests.—Confiscation by
state of a part of the capital invested in industry, in com-
& merce, and in the banks, this capital to be placed under the
¢ control of the labor organizations,—Limitation of the exploi-
tation by commercial, speculative, and usurious capital, this to
be done by gladnf cheap credits at the disposal of smali-holdin
farmers and craftsmen by the state, by the development ans
::5)0" of the workers'. and peasants’ co-operatives, consumers’
it, and productive co-operatives, and ratives for the
export of aincultyul products, and the introduction of a state
monopoly of foreign trade. Letting of land to landless and
smal ing peasants.—Compulsory seizure of the first neces-
sities of life in the g;meumn of the big capitalists, landowners,
trades-people, and bauks, by the state, and their distribution
:{ the municipalities at reasonable fixed prices, under the control
the organizations of the workers and small holders.—Solution
e of the hwsmghgroblw) amn? the working masses of the cities
\ by the compulsory seizure of the supe dwelling rooms
‘ mued by the big house owners; reduction and fixing of
: e rents; mvimn of healthy conditions in working districts,
cheap and healthy dwelling houses.—Increase of

erection of
i workers wages, and of the dv:" servants employed by the state,

municipalities, and rural districts, in
rise in prices.— Labor tion, labo

! production by the shop stewards and trade unions.—Extermination
8 of mﬁm and wud!rtayge of

; women's 3
speech and meetin

the political rights
full vight of combi.

against the masses, could deserve nothing at the hands of the
working people but profoundest contempt during this duel with
those overthrowing the government,

The agrarian government dug the pit it fell into by itg
policy of violence aund hosuhl‘{. to the people, and smoothed (he
way for the success of the military coup of the city bourgeoisie,

The bourgeoisie and the old bourgeois-parties, as well ay
their tools, the social patriots, are not, however, content to nje.
rely put an eud to the regime of the agrarian government and
to establish a new power. They demand more:

They are filled with the most cruel class hate agains
the working people. They regard the present mcmiut of armed
action as the most favorable for the gratification of their fafe.

At the same time they are trying to utilize the change
which has taken place for the purpose of strangling the eman-
cipation movcment of the toiling masses and its political leader —
the Comununist Party -to crush this movement, in order that
they may thus secure for themseives the unhindered exploitation,
plundering, and subjection of these masses for a flong time
10 come,

Workers in town and country!

The extremely reactionary * law against robbers ", passed
by the agraian government, will be used for having hundreds
and thousands of peasants and workers arrested—on the pre-
text' that they have offered armed opposition to the new powcr,
though their sole crime consists in the fact that during the days
when the situation was still quite unclear, in the moment oi the
collisien, their endeavor has been to save themselves aund their
relations from the flames of a conflict between two opposing
powers, Armed representatives of the bourgeois parties utiiize
the weapois in their hands for terrorising and attacking their
political opponents, the hated Communist champions, for arresting
and even murdering them. Besides the official armed forces of
the government, “ volunieer troops” are also being organized,
whicir conduct open inroms and political murders against the
Communist Party. The labor clubs are closed, the labor meetings
prohibited; the rights and liberties vitally necessary to the
working people are being attacked. The whale bourgeois press
—from the national liberal and the people’s party to the social
patriols—ieems with raging incitements to a bloody settlement
with the Communist Party, with the party which united more
than two hundred thousand working voters from town and
country around its program, during the most frightful period of

-terror under the agrarian government, at the last elections to
parliament, and which has proved that it is the most powerful
party of the people in our country.

:Vhy fhese cruelties, persecutions, and attacks? -

$ it not perfectly plain that all this is being done, not
because the iox!uufl masses have the new lpower "with
weapons in their hands, but because the bourgeoisie (from the
national liberals to the social patriots)—utilizing the wreiched
situation—is anxious lo create pretexts for bleeding the working

and for ;?usulyt_ng the attacks being red on the

oy unist Party? 1Is it not perfectly plain that t bourgeoisie
and its parties are striving to substitute the dictatorship hitherto
cxermes by the village bourgeoisie of the Peasants’ League by an
dncmo?hip and that the b i

new government—is striving f i

rights and fiberties -of tlvuem Sl oy e e W the

a regm‘:le 0::' force and reaction for this purpose?

. Workers, in the cities and the villages! The bourgeoisie

is mobilizing! It is making use of the u&te apparatus, 56'3"«'»:

. for robbing you of your tical rights and

'heperpemung the exploitation and enslavement of the
The bourgeoisie and its parties, which are falki

always do, of lawfulness, but continue to trample tbe.nil:.l.sm

this moment to fasten chau;d::{::: th.:?mrh muu;,“'e nmmcﬁu:l:

t in

the ul;arly, by illegal means, Fascist in

foday the Party is the

meﬁﬁaldghh;ﬂm&yam

Be vigilant at your posts! Gagher more. closely fogether

ety B TR
Guard and Fascist organizations!
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against the tyranny of the military power, and of the bourgeois  off the yoke that is being imposed on you. The peasant Govern- ;
dxgctalonhip raising its head in the country! ment o’ Stambuliski wsﬁs ovl:nhrownybecause imiled to form

The armed troops of the bourgeoisie must be disarmed!
The arrested innocent workers and peasanis must be liberated:
The “ Law against robbers” must not be applied! The safety

..—gf the lives of the toiling masses must be secured! The right

( of combination, the freedom of speech, of meeting, must be com-
plelely restored! The provocation of the working people and
their political party must cease, the insolent provokers must
be curbed!

And if the new power, despite its solemn declarations,
should not be able or willing to fulfil all this, then be ready
boldly and determinedly, to defend your fawiul rights and
liberties, by the means of the political struggle! Never forget that
there is no right so supreme as the right to a free life, worthy
of the human race, for the working people!

Long live the Bulgarian working people!

Long live the Communist Party of Bulgaria!

Sofia, June 15, 1023.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Bulgaria.

E.C.C.L

Manifesio of Enlarged Executive of
ihe Communist International on ithe
Events in Bulg¢aria

The following Manifesto was unanimously adopted
at the coucludinF session of the Enlarged Executive of
the Communist International on June 23rd. last,

Forward fo the battle against the Gevernment of the white
coup d’état in Bulgaria. Up with the government of Workers’ and
Peasants’.

To the Bulgarian workers and peasants,
national working class!

Comrades! Brothers and sisters! In Bulgaria a small
clique of bankrupt bureaucrats, unemployed officers and pro-
fiteers have seized the Government by means of a milifary coup
d’état. The very same people who drove the Bulgarian people
into the world-war, who have 200,000 lives upon their consciences,
who have been thrice kicked out of office by the Bulgarian people
in democratic elections, this very clique has dared to seize power.
It introduces a reign of the most atrocious terrorism against
the great majority of the populatien, against the workers and
peasants. The prisons of Bulgaria are being filled with workers
and peasants, the villages are abandoned to the mercy of re-
actionary adventurers under the guise of so-called punitive exrdl-
tions. They shoot the leaders of the peasantry, bui they have
not the courage to confess their respomsibility for their deeds.
Tomorrow they will begin the assassination Af the leaders of the
working class. )

'fhc white coup d'élat of the Bulgarian bureaucrats, ge-
nerals and profiteers was perpetrated with the aid of the Social
Democratic Party, which is part of the Second International. This
Party, which shares the guilt for the crime of the Bulgarian
war-government, is a Party upon which all workers have furned
their backs, so that it has shrunk to nothing, and serves only as
a fig-leaf 1o the counter-revolutionary coup d’état. By this it has
proved itself worthy of Noske, Turati, and their like, who paved
the way for the white coup d'éat in Germany and Italiy
respectively. 5 3

The coup d'éjat was consummated with the aid of the

+  scum of the European counter-revolutien, with the aid of Wrangel
officers and with the support of Horthy’s hangmen and the Rou-
manian bayars. Capitalist Eurm which has
mem?ed to arouse the so-called
Red , makes hasie fo recognize these
cendiary adventurers. The British Government, the Government

To the inter-
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an alliance with the workers of the cities. The interests of
the fr_eat majority of the Bulgarian peasants, who are poor, go
hand in hand with the interests of the workers and artisans of tﬁe
cities. Stambuliski persecuted the working class. He lost the
only support which he might have gained in the cities, against
the clique of bureaucrats and officers who had been exploitin
and enslaving the Bulgarian people during four decades, and wi
now conlinue to do o, since Slnmbuliskilhas paid for his policy
with his life, But the Bulgarian peasants continue to live. They
will be compelled 1o fight, if they do not wish to be further
treated like cattle, We call upon them to unite with the workers
of the cities and to start the fight under the slogan of the
e.-;;;tbhs)uuenl of a government of the workers of the cities and
villages.
' Workers of Bulgaria! The Stambuliski Government, in the
inferests of the bourgeoisie and usurers of the villages, per-
secuted the labor movement and sacrificed the interests of the
workers of the towus as well as those of the poorer peasants,
But whereas the Stambwiski Government persecuted the workers,
the Zankov Government will go further than that, for it seeks to
destroy them. Those who held the mistaken belief that the
struggle of the now victorious white clique against Stambuliski
was a siruggle between two bourgeois cliques to which the
working class could aftord to be neutral, can now see the best
proof of their error by the bloody persecution of the labour
organizations . The ursurpers of the State are now the enemy, i
who must-be defeated. Join hands for the fight against the
white coup d’état, not only with the wide masses of the peasantry, 1
but also with the leaders of the Peasant party who have survived.
Point out to them tie consequences of the cleavage beiween the
workers and the peasants, and call them to the united fight for
a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government.

Peasants of Macedonia! Revolutionaries of Macedonial
You have allowed the Bulgarian counter-revolution to use you
for the coup d’état, aithough your interests as shown by your past,
are most closely interwoven with the interests of the workin
people, with the interesis of the revolution in the Balkans an
throughout the world. The Stambuliski Government delivered
Macedonia to the Serbian bourgeoisie in order to gain their
surpor(. It persecuted you in a bloody fashion. But do not
believe for a moment that the counter-revolutionary movement
will be able to liberate the Macedonian people. It will fight
against the Bulgarian peasants and workers, against your own
brothers, but not for the liberation of the Macedonian peasants.
In order to entrench itself in power it will a thousand times betray
Macedonia and oppress you, because it cannot tolerate any revolu-
tionary peasant movement in Macedonia, Only a Workers' and
Peasanty’ Government in Bulgaria will arouse the sympathies N
of peasants and workers in Roumania. }

Jugo-Slavia and Greece. Only such a Government will
blaze the path for the establishment of a Balkan Federation of
Workers' and Pesants’ Governments, which alone can bring about {
your deliverance, so that Macedonia should not become again |
the arena of sanguinary battles, in which your huts are burned v
to the ground, your fields devastated and trampled under foot.
Peasants and revolutionists of Macedonia! None of you, however
reat your anﬁer against the Bulgarian Peasants Party and its
eaders, must lend fhe slightest support to the Government of
White Terror in Bulgaria. Moreover, for the sake of your own
national freedom, you must join hands with the Bulgarian
Workers and Peasants in the common struggle. - {

Workers and Peasants of Jugo-Slavia, Roumania and
Greece! Show your utmost resentment to those in the Balkans ;
who are supporting the Zamkov Government, show your batrpd *
to the envoys of that Government, surround the Bulgarian white
ards with the wall of your resistance, hasten to the aid of the I
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on you fo bring fo the notice of the wide masses all the mi

muy the Vk‘o?iw&m‘ mm Bu ﬁ;
inst orking people aria, w id

capitalist Govermonents of ail countries, and fo mohhu‘thc u';.sl?i

against the Government of Sofia. The message from
4 Sofia speaks to just as eloguently as did the mg f
T Romee. The working class of all countries is in .mga!“xm

this, and prepare for the defence!
Down with the Fascist bands, the hirelings of capital!
Down with the militarist ursurpers and arsurers of Sofia!
“f-ﬂf' the Bulgarian Workers' and Peasants' Govern-

‘; Long live the Balkan Federation of Werkers' and Peasants’
: Governments!

Long live the solidarily of the international working class
in the striggle against the jascist menace!

The Enlarged Executive of the Communist International.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

Iniernational Review
of the Revolutionary Trade Union
Movementi

\ By A. Lozovsky.

-

The period of weariness and even of bewilderment, in the
L labor movement, has now come to an end. lu the most
m(‘mm. u:} in tlhe most i branches oi
» @ uew wave of revolution is rising, The growth of
i a fresh ﬁghn:f oﬁ;;n among the masses is best re:ve:led by
i the formation of a left wing within the Amsterdam International,
In this situation the 3rd session of the Central Council

of the R1LL.U. is of special significance,

_The task set the session consists in solving a number of
practical questious arising out of the growth ':fthe revolutio-
uary movement m every country, The struggle against war
danger and Fascism is among first and most urgent task

- imposed on the R.1.L.U. Growing reaction cannot be conquered
by agitation and propaganda alome; this work requires a
comprehensive oerganizaiory activity for the gathering together
and concentration. of the masses, for the formation :‘forgnuiu-
fion cenires at the most important strategic ting points.
The committees of action, contrel committees, us, efc.
called into exisience :’v the Frankfort conference and the uter-
::vumal Conference of the Transport Workers, must he further

——

for the united i
follows from the whole situation of tlhe ::i: bg:cl:fsy
forms ¢ united

heretofore. In the interesis of work among the masses,
:ehqs the interuational prop Mmrcmu‘:
mmg and their relations to the
MA ,m Amsierdam International, must be
uumber of organizatory questions
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literature, of the system of information and connecti
activity of the followers of the R.LL.U. in America, o‘;ut‘!'neo’m:‘rlk.
in Spain, of the work in the Near and Far East, eic. The acti.
vity of the various centres of the R.I.L.U. (Central European
Bu'mu, Latin Bureau, etc.) will be submitied to special exami.
nation,
All this practical work will be further supplemented b
a special report on the orgaunizatory fo i 4
lio:gx“ ey g y form of trade union opposi.
'lien one cousiders the number of questions {o
by the Central Council it appears cvidcn;* that xhet Rﬁ sl‘::lv::
national of Labor Unions has already developed from that
organ for agitation and propaganda which it represented during
the first months of its existence, into an international organiza-
tion which the logic of the struggle conironts with ever new
tasks, The decay of the Amsterdam luternational enhances
the relative imporance of the RIL.U., and thus the impending
class conflicts will impose greater responsibility on it,
. During this period of growing influence of the R.LL.U
a pitiable impression is made by the attempts of muddies
beaded anarcho-syndicalists to form an independent inter-
national. This Iniernational is completely independent of every.
2«;dy gtud cvefrythmg. espcciall;; of sound common sense, [
iay cite one fact as an example of the vag ams cheri
by the #;arcko-syndirulisls: ) R dlivests sheria)
., “The Anarchist Federation of France” mad lara-
tion in the French Commitiee of Action against &’aar ‘g::xu:r
and Fascism, on the occasion of the Russo-English conflict.
This declaration proposed that no support be lent to any of {he
siates participating in the conflict. It demanded that no organi-
zation ‘bc admitted to participation in the Committee of Action
which “accep's the standpoint of co-operation of the classes, and
recognizes national defence. From this we see that the anarchists
wish to persuade the revolutionary workers of France to remain
assive during the siruggle between the Russian revolution and
nglish militarism. The desire felt the French communisis
and revolutionary syndicalists to join hands with Soviet Russia
:;e?lwlegncon:openm:u of f!uss: lby ‘these confused thinkers; and
Y anage 1o confound the struggle for exi
part of the Ru:sgnn revolution with thu%—called m.l’imcledz‘f‘n‘xlc‘:
of the imperialist states. When the French Committee of Action
against War Danger and Fascism rejected this counter-revolu-
tionary viewpoint, the anarchisis withdrew from this fightin
organization with demonstrations of _protest. This txamplg
proves 1o us that there are counier-revolutionary elements among
the anarchist leaders, with whom no commoun action is possible,
Fortunately, there is a growing inclination to form a united
front with the Conununists observable among workers belonging
:?on:urchunl,—» and especially to amarcho-syndicalist, organiza-

The growth of the revolutionary trade umion movement is

partly the result of objective facts,” partly the result of the .

conscious activity of the Comia LL.
organizations affiliated fo !hem.‘“%hc t:;w':rL:-I Lt,l.;e l‘lnlst{'Je
lies in the fact that it always works hand in hand with the
Comintern. A real fighting communify has come aboui between
these two international organizations, in spite of all the confused
phraseology spread abread by the anarchists. This fighting
d.mm. 1Lye czn only become more closely knit and stronger
ring the forih-coming struggles. Reformism is dying, and
communism is marching with sleps 10 take its place!

The Revolutionary Leather Wor
on the Dissolution of the(gedxogm
makers’ Union '

The i i
Unin of | . Central C:-tmme of the All Russian
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IN THE R.LL.U.

"l‘he R.LL.U. and the Plebisciie
Question in the N.A.S., Holland

N After receiving the report on the result of the plebiscite in

the N.A.S. (Dutch Labor Federation), in which the lollowers of
the R.ILL.U. gained the majority, the Executive Bureau of the
R.LL.U. sends fraternal greetings, on behalf of the revolutionary
unions of all countries, to the proletariat of Holland, which has
chosen the right fine of action.

In consideration of the fact that a great part of the
members of the N.A.S. did not take part in the voting on the
question: “Berlin or Moscow”, and that a large minority ex-
pressed itself in favor of affiliation with Berlin, and is thus
prepared to split the organization, we declare that;

For the R.LL.U, the unity of the organization is of greater
importance than formal affiliation. The Executive Bureau there-
fore proposes to its followers in Holland that they postpone their
organizatory affiliation to the R.LL.U. until more unified work is

ible witlin the N.A.S. It recommends that the followers of
he R.LLL.U., in place of the struggle within the organization over
the question: “Eerlin or Moscow?”, devote all their energies
to winning over the masses, to the sirengthening of the influence
of their organization, and to the revolutionnizing of the members
of the reformist unions.

Moscow, June 5, 1923,

The Executive Committee of the RILLU.

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT
women in the Russian CP.

By E. Smiiten (Moscow).

According to the Party census taken this year, the total
number of members in the Russian CP. amounted at the beginn-
ing of 1922 to 402,03 members and 112,774 candidates. In this
communist army of more than half a million, the women form
but a small group of 39,434 members and 9,500 candidaies. The
women memoers and candidates in the republics of the Far
East and Yakutsk are not counied among these, as no census
was taken here in 1922; the mumber of women members and
candidates is estimated at 13,500

This is a comparatively very small number for a countr
with a female population of 70 millions, and a constitution which

ces no limitation whatever on the political rights of women.
t the generally low level of education, the lack of schools, the
cramping power of (he family and the household, still continue
to hold women back from. participation nnorul?ﬁc life. Mowever,
even 40000 women represent, in a rev mzu_onary proletarian
party, a v considerable force, when we cofisider the very short
g:riod which the Party has had for winuing over these thousands
womn,

At the present fime, we possess mo exact data on the
social position of the women withim the whole party; in 70 gou-
vernements of Ceniral Russia the women of the
Russian CP. are drawn from the following social Out
of 18045 members of the Party, 7,217 are wage workers; the main

occupation of 8,000 members emables them to be classified under
the employees’ group; 867 come under the peasantry; and 2,801
- yontghl members of the Party, who have not yet
adopied any profession, stifl belong to the mass of students
attending various tional establishments.
?ﬂh to education; 77% of the total women

respect meni-

bers of the Party have received elementary educafion or home

instruction only; ihere are some among 1 who are fotally
te.

With regard fo the distribution of women communists over
the various districis, the absolute and proportional number of
women differ greatly in the various disiricts.

In 12 gouvernements and autonomous districts of industrial
areas in Central Russian there are 14,727 (members and can-
didates counted together) female members — 12.4% out of 118,62,
In the 28 gouvernements etc. of the agricultural districts of
Central Russia 9161 = 7.7% of the 119,672 members are female.
In the border districts the picture is different. The SSR. Ukraine
does not differ much, having a proportion of 5005 — 7.6% of
female members out of a total of 73,804 in 12 gouvernemenis;
but in Siberia there are (in 7 gouvernements) only 3060 women
— 5.6% among 50,504 members; in Caucasia (7 gouvernements)
1648 == 3.7% women among 44,841 members; and in Turkestan
(6 gouvern.) there are only 616 - 2.8% of women among
20,053 members.

These figures show that the communist women belonging
fo the Party organizalions are divided by their numbers into
two groups. The first g:up is formed by the organization of the
40*gouvernements of tral Russia. Here almost 60% of the
fensale wmemibers of the Party are concentraied. And here (e
percentage of women to the total number of members is the
greatest. The further we are away from the centres and the
nearer the frontiers, the smaller the percentage of women among
the communists. The number of women communists in Caucasia
and Turkesian is especially small. The national composition
of the Party and its separate organizations is still unknown to
us, but it is certain that the small number of women won for the
Party in these two districts is due to the national habits and
customs. _

There are eight female members fo every hundred male in
the Party, and 9 le candidates 1o every hundred candidates
—that is, among the candidates the percentage of women is
somewhat greater than among ihe members. [n the towns, this
difference beiween the comparative number of candidates and
members is even more striking. Iu the cities there are 10 women
1o every hundred men members of the Russian CP, and 14
jemale candidates fo every fundred male. However, small these
numbers may appear, they at least offer the prospect that the

percentage of women members in the Russian CP. will increase
in the immediate fuiure.

vne iniernational Solidarity of the
Australian Working Women

In March of this year there fook place in Melbourne
(Australia), a Women's Congress of the Australian Labor Parly
which was atiended by delegaies from all the states, 1)
working women’s anization of Queensiand, which is distin-
guished by its special activity, brought several resolutions before
this congress, all of which are permeated with the spirit of
international solidarity. These working women, who are not
communists, constitute a living winess 1o the fact that the idea
of the international proletarian United Front is making headway,

Among the resolutions submitied were the following:

1. This Cougress offers heartiest congratulatious fo the
Russian Women Workers on the attainment of social and economic
equality and on the fact that children and their education are
receiving the most important consideration of the working-class
State, instead of forming the ground for retrenchment and
economy, as in all capitalist States, The Women represented
in this Congress realize that only when the workers themselves
control the country and its industries, will they and their children
oecupy the vlacy m .me:‘:'ht_eh is theirs by right,

2. This Congress its deepest sympathies to the Ger-

orking Women suflering irom the most horrible effects of
allied militarism and would remind them that international wor-
king class solidarity is the only means of escape from the present
state of misery.

* sends fraternal greetings to the Japanese
s s them to M that international
working clu:‘ solidarity providg the o?lly ::rcape {ro:; l}i‘;egp:lem:
evil sysiem undz , which frequently forces un
. the false
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6. This Congress, realizing it is a crime to bring children
into the world to sulfer from poverty, and all its accompanying
evils, declares its belief in the wisdom and necessity of equipping
every woman with the knowledge of how to control conception,
thereby avoiding the burden of intemperate child-bearing, and
the consequent lack of rtunity for mental culture so necessary
10 the enjoyment of a full and complefe life.

7. Queensland Women propose that the Congress select a
commitiee to investigate the law with regard o women and
children, with a view to taking action for its revision.

8. That a committee of five be appointed to discuss and
report to the Congress on the Problem of attracting and inter-
esting young women in the study of social question.

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT

Working Youih! Atiention!

On the 2nd. September 1923
the 9th. international Youth Conference will take place.

Every year the International youth Conference calls upon
the young workers and peasants fo take part in a demonstration.
In .ﬂi. demonstration the young proletariat of all countries shows
its will to break free from iis wretched fate as a beast of
burden for the capitalists and as cannon fodder for their wars.
It declares ruthless wer against its tormentors, against the
factory owners and big capitalists, the employers and landowners.
To all the enemies of working youth it reveals the stremgth
which the working youth possesses when it marches forward in
’Wml{ determination and unity.

The International Youth Conference has become a powerful
weapoy, one which the Communist Youth International” has
mad in the hands of the youthful workers, and has taught them

1
taking

0 use agaiust their enemies. The number of fighters
part in the Youth Conference has increased from year

to year. It is our task to make their number this year greater
them ever,

Against the attacks of the Fascist bands, against war
lag:r, against the abolition of the eight hour day, of economic
rights, o{ unemployement benejit.

- All these dnn&qs have already been earnestly combatied by
the organizations affiliated to the CYI, which have thus rendered
help 1o the youthful workers.

The social

tic youth organizations ‘luv,e refused to -

take in any struggle by the CYI, and at their
_ conference tgy shunned all tzoufht of mobilizing the
;'ottn!:(_mth for an economic and political struggle, a struggle
The CYI1 therefore calls upon all youthful workers to gather
beneath ifs flag, and appeals to them dless of what
| tendency may be, or whether they be organized or

Take part in the world fighting tu’ffll“' of the Working

Youth, in the 9th Inter, outh Conference! :
Rally up from every town and from every village, and

join the army of the fighting Communist Y outh Inter,

Executive Committee of the Communist Youth International,
Moscow, June 20, 1923,

o

‘The Soviet and the Peasant
The Decree on the Unified Agricultural Tax.
By Ivon Jonmes (Moscow).
: L
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factories have also “ adopted ” villages, supplving not only books,
newspapers, and propaganda material, but repairing the ploughs
and harrows of the village. * Smeichka” (Lenin’s word for
“Link” or bond with the peasaniry), has become a general
siogan. And now, when workers are everywhere going off to
the country for their annual holidays, they go armced by theiy
Branch secretary with propaganda material and informaiion about
the New Unified Agricultural Tax.

Troisky not lu"ﬁ ago referred to the dilficult situation of
the peasant owing to the low price of bread compared with the
prices of industnial products. He said (hat the ideological
“ Smieichka ” must have an economic basis. This economic basis
has been enormously strengithened by the recent decrece on the
unification of all the taxes on the peasaniry into one annual agri-
cultural (x.

Up to the Twelfth Congre:s of the Communist Party the
peasants, in addition to the tax in kind, were levied a series of
other taxes for local and central neelds. The peasanis complained
that harvest came only once a year, but the tax collector called
in and out of season. And this cauzed them considerable incon-
venience and no little irritation.

~ The Party Congress adopted the principle of the One
Unified Tax; and the Government Decree has since been issued.
The peasant will pay a tax once a year only from his harvest,
All other paymenis which the volost or the village may require
for local needs rank only as “collections”, Aﬁ taxes on the
peasaniry, except the Uniiied Agricultural Tax, are declared
tllegal. Percentages will be retained by the Provincial Soviets
for Schools, hospitals, bridges and roads.

The new tax has ceased {0 be essentially a Tax in Kind.
The right is given to ever{ peasant to pay in money according
to the official prices fixed for wheat and rye uni's. But the tax
is nevertheless fixed in units of wheat and rye, according to the
prevailing crop in the Jocality. Certain areas will be marked out
where the tax will be payable only in cash; that is, in industrial
gtnvmces where the peasant can quickly realise on his harvest.

her provinces will pay partly in cash and partly in kind. Thus
the transition is begun/of a general cash payment of taxes.
Meanwhile the payment in kind is still necessary for the
convenience of many peasants, and also in order to supply the
needs of the Red Army and the Children's Homes, thus saving
the Government from having to compete in the market for prime
necessaries,

The Tax in Kind imposed a certain amount of compulsion
on the peasant io produce the specific products required by the
Government. The new decree removes last vestiges of
compulsion. The peasant is given full freedom to choose the
crop which appears to him the most lucrative.

“ Ability to Pay™.

In the Decree on the Unified Tax the principle of “ ability

fo pay” is given ideal form. No less that 396 categories of

yers have been fixed according to their ability 1o pay. This

I very complicated. But the principle is so simple that every
peasant can see from the table to what category he belo

First of all, the decree starts oif with the num of
“eaters ” in a family. That is, the tax is less a¢ the number of
“ealers " per dessyatin is more. Thus we have nine of
faxability, starting with farms of a quarter ol a dessyaiin per
“eater " up to farms with three dessyatins and over per “ eater ”,

Then we have four vertical divisions. Poor peasants with-
out working animals or horned cattle must obviously pay less,
Thus, column one shows taxpayers without horned caitle, column
tm? those with one cow, and so on, Thus we have & table with
36 (9X4) categories of taxpayers,

But suppose the is poor. Or suppose that it is a
very good one. Obviously uannothkc:omnyr.\dsol
wlaenoﬂ.ndeuérmnolbtjd : t and good harvest alike. So
we are given eleven grades of crops, starting from cro
&%ammdesym.upbmpoolom 101 pm-pg:

And so the above little table of 36 categories is ted
eleven times, making 396 arguments against the tyranny of ormal

a family without
and less than

i ' ;
- The ¢ 'puun(ryultemofuundiortheb'agmu
- of poorer s;gnolidlybehindﬁteSom
{ljwre was a congress of these propertyless peasants in the
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ocours when it has a mg'ot more that 100 puds per dessyatin,
With a crop like this the highest category pays a tax of 25 puds,
10 pounds per dessyatin, — about a quarter of the crop.

Of course, it must not be forgotten that this includes not
only fax, but actually rent of land, which belongs to the people
as a whole. In fact, here we have the Single Tax for the first
time applied, not as a panacea for all the ills of society, but as
the partial measure that it really is.

The Third Convenant.

Kamenev has called this new Unified Tax the Third Great
Covenant of the prolefariat with the peasantry. The first was
the October Covenant socialising the land. Then came the 1021
covenant inaugurating the New Economic Policy with the Tax
in Kind; and now the Unified Agricultural Tax, abolishing ihe
last vestiges of expropriatory measures towards the.peasanis.

To those whose minds are still dominated by utopian
conceptions of Socialism, these three covenants represent slages
through which the tide of revolution has rolled backward. lyfo
the petty bourgeois Socialist, whose class is pressed down bs' the
money lender, money is naturally the root of all evil, And the
transition of Soviet economy from simple barter and transactious
in kind seem to him and to the uninitiated bourgeois to be steps
backward from Socialism,

‘ But the first period of the New Economic Policy has faught
the Communist that the money system, when controlled by a
Proletarian Stafe, is one of the most useful devices known fo
social science. Without it no adequate system ol accounting and
control can be thought of. And if money, with all its concomnntants
of banking, taxation, eic., becomes under a capitalist government
the agent of capitalist accumulation, leading to vast combines
controlling the lives of millions for private profit; so, under a
proletarian regime, this same money, hitherto so much maligned,
through Soviet inJustry, Soviet banks and Soviet taxes, becomes
the agent of Socialist accumulation, leading all surplus wealth
into the service of the proletariat,

The writer met a comrade the other day who belonged
1o an agricultural commune. He was one of a depulation to the
Commissary of Lands, and was in a cheerful mood. This depu-
tation bore documents from the Provincial Soviet showing that
the Commune had stuck fogether through the supreme test of the
Great Famine. The Comumssary of Land had on the strength of
this given a cheque on the State Bank for a loan to the commune,
~secured on the movable property--to comsiruct an irrigation
system which would increse the prosperity of the commune five-
fold. This is one of the many ways in which Soviet firzance is
helping the growth of Socialist production.

Is the Land Really Socialised?
The question that most often arises in the mind of the

" Communist abroad is: How far is the principle of the Socialisation

of the Land a real one; or how far has this principle been made
merely nominal by the inteterate private property instincts of the
peasants?

Answers to this question crowd upon the mind as one
reads the handbook on the Land Code, recenly issued by the
Land Department in the form of simple questions and answers

for the is.

¢ Henry George theory of the Single Tax, which sought
1o prove that free land was the onlm{‘:or social inequality,
has been ooncrm&{ disproved in i e Russian peasantry
has land. But free land has not abolished classes within the
peasantry, and a state of friction exists between the various strata
of , middle and “kulak” peasants. The vital difference
between them is not in the area of land they occupy, but in the
mo implements, horses and caitle which they own,

peasants standi cently

ine organi the Party.
While the Soyet Oov:::’nut has to allow the cqnditions
i trade and exchange, even the

kulaks ”
e e R e e Lot
in vity,

m;nngw mhﬁve legislation L
co-operale, unite the same “ kulak"”

to exist by the very

s eﬂne
to hire labour, eic.), in order to develop

their i‘"}’.’“‘l' as soon as they can muster up sufficient spirit of
organisation and co-operation {o break with their old individual
istic form of production and march forward. The Kulak class is
strongest in the Ukraine. A report in the “Pravda” in March
mentioned the enormous growth of collective farming in that
area, and placed the number of Agricultural collectives at no less
than four thousand.

Only the Proletariat can free the Land.

~ But iree land is a mere day-dream without the Dictatorship
oi the proletariat. In a government of Bankers or even in a
government of peasants, “liree land” can only mean freedom to
sell to the highest bidder or morigage up to the biggest
moneylender.

Marx’s _“ Eighicenth Brumaire” describes how the
})easamry of France had been wholly mortgaged up to Paris
inance, and therelore did what Paris finance bade them (o, namely
to. vote the third Napoleon into power.

Encompassed by capiialist states, it is clear that the peasant
can only remain a free peasant by leaning upon the proletariat
by supporting a regime which denies the very principle of
peasant economy and all private property economy for its basis.
The Land Code lays it down clearly for peasants and “nepmen”
alike to understand that no one can sell, give, morigage, or
bequeath land, and that all such acts are not only void but
punishable. ‘

Neither can any peasant having right to land as a member
of a village communily waive such right in any ones favour for
any valuable consideration whatsoever. .

The new bourgeoisie would like to get its roots info the
land as the one grand immovable security, In every transaction
between him aund the peasant involving ‘the need for credit, the
uepman is brought up against the Social Ownership of land. No
People’s Court would recognize a bond on the land, Rather it
would punish the bondholder. And there is a mass of young
peasants and poor peasants too interested in their common right
to the land to allow such a deal to go threugh unchallenged, Thus
the New Economic Policy has strengthened the principle of
the Social Ownership of land,

But the peasants need for credit musi be met., And the
Proletarian Government is itself slering info the place of the
moneylender by the formation of Peasant Credit Banks with
capital running into millions of gold roubles, in which the State
institutions are the largest shareholders, drawing in also a certain
amount of shares from the savings of (he peasants and the
“pepmen”, who in this and other ways are made to feed the
State Bank of the Soviet with their surpluses.

According to the Land Code, the land of a “dvor" or farm
belongs to every member of the family and not to the head of the
family only. All ages and sexes have their share of the land,
although they only enter into full rights of disposing of it at the
age of eighteen. The name of the manager must be r tered
with the &’illa e Soviet. It is not an immutable rule fhat the
father of the family shall be the manager of the farm, If the
other members of the family have reason {o complain that the
farm is suffering from chronic mismanagement, another member
of the family of either sex, may be appointed,

Three years disuse of land means forfeiture of all right to
it. A wife marrying into a family thereby acquires her right
a share of the land, (relinquishing her portion in her old home
if any). There is no distinction of sex in any provision of the
code. In hclﬂ:here is an explicit IPrl:;(ii“on against any sex
distinction in the apportioning out o :

It can be imagined v:'lgat a powerful lever all“this must
be against the old patriarchal tradition of the peasant, even lho;t&llll
it may remain as yet more or less unobserved. The Proletarian,
State, which enforces the principle of the Social Ownership of
laud, standing on the side of the youth, and furnishing financial
credit so sorely needed by the ‘peasant, will sooner or later
impose its whole morality upon the life of the Russian peasantry,
“1ihe ruling ideas of any age ' said Marx, “are only the ideas of
the ruling class . the Soviet rouble, although the
“ workers of the world unite”, owing to the

dly

- v Y

agreements, no longer a upon it, must uﬁ%l 2 j
werlul facior in spreadiug the Soviel ideal, The great ferment
try undoubtedly begun oY
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! because, in consequence of the concentration of the indusiry
s:‘. biggest i:ld best equipped milly; there will be more raw-
malerial available in the near future,
just at the interval for lunch, as we enter, under the
“ i:>IJ'T‘1:1»(II‘1 member of the nmitiee, m'd are Hirst
conducted into the cottage of the lormer director, now the Infants’
home and Kindergarten. The Kindergarten children, 00 in
pumber ranging from the age of 4 o 8 years, are just being
served with the famous wad bcctsougj rTﬁbey are ;;tdhelrdgwi
i place, but distribuied in parties of filieen in ortabie
and spacious rooms. With their bright red pinalores and their
bobbed hair they give the impression of being well-fed and
healthy. /
The preity drawings and fancyiul silhouettes on the walls,
the models ‘:: ge ;hso-:f::s. the multitude of flower-pots before
the windows, and above all the iree and easy, yet orderly conduct
of these little folk, show that this Kindergarien in *‘Red
Moscow " can compete, as to fasie and method, with any of
these unfortunately few first-class stitutes of this kind in
Western Furope. Children are kept here for 4 years, the older
oucs are taught reading and writing. In the alternoon they are
put fo sleep eomiomhlemli:dﬂc e'lnmp-b:d;,u and m“xbe evcuu:g
is ¢ t mothers will come to
O e e R storey is the domain of the smaller
age of three, of whifh hleb?ee l}redqa at present.
Up fo now, according to the reports of the jemale director, every
dt?ld could be admitied, if the mothers so wished,

Fverything here is as clean as clean can be, and all hygienic
measures are being strictly observed, from the ueat, whnf-
enamelled beds to the lavalories for the babies who can toddie
about. We are shown into the Infants’ Nursery, where several
mothers are just nursing their children, as they are each given
half an hours’ interval three times a day for the purpose of feeding
them, Oue of these moihers, us out, with a happy
siile assures us that the little mites are most wonderfully taken
care of here.

Two thirds of the workers live in the houses attached 10
the faclory, each family occupying ome room. There are two
very large dormitories for unmarried women, and two jor he
single men, The women's halls with the big beds covered with
fancy coverlets and eiderdowns, the many small tables and truaks,
look very gay but perfectly tidy. * There is not much spare room
at the disposal oi each person, though much more than there
was lormerly ", we are told by our guide. “ At the time when
this factory was a private concern”, he says, * these big halls
looked as cheerless as any barrack, while now every woman may
urrange her corner according o her own tastes and inclinations "
He is right in so far, that they have succeeded in making these

quarters much more comfortable, yet one has to think

bow much happier each of these women, some of whom are
of an advanced age, would feel, if she had a

home of her own, were it ever so small, (o live in all by herself
and undisturbed by others. T i

each containing 6 archines, per day. Proudly, as if all this were i
his own work, the old foreman of the last department shows us |
whe wonderfully fine woven labrics, the delicate, transparent veils,
the heavy damasks; the shimmering raw-silks.

Now a last survey of the drying depariment. A whole room
is out of use here. There are no dye-stulls to be had. There is g‘“R
only a small import from Germany and the goods imported are
said to be of inferior quality mosily. The work in this depart-
ment szems to be the most difficult and the most unbealthy. [t
is only men that are working here, and they are allowed a longer
holiday than the rest, while they alse receive 2 pints of milk
every day.

A remarkable fact is that the piece-work system has not been
adopted for this factory. The production, however, is reported
rising from mounth to month, and the productivily of each worker
is just as high as before the War,

THE UNITED FRONT

Steps towards the United Front
in Ausiria
By Johannes Werthzim (Vienna).

A o e s

RRIDRE " oo

The Austrian workers were much amazed to hear of Otto ‘
Bauer's utterance in Hamburg, that “ We in Central Europe are b
forced to oppose the brutal force of the Fascist organizations by
the self-defence organizations of the proletariat. Here an appeal
to democracy is wuseless, we must oppose force by force”. Has
not Bauer been the most eloquent champion of democracy; did
not he and his confederates suppress every revolutionary move-
ment in the working class in the revolutionary days and in the
vears following? Did he not ;xrsuadc ” Ahe workers, only a

w days before the Hambur ference, only to employ demo-
cratic mathods? While Otto Bauver was discussing the spread of
Fascism in Central Europe, a social democratic railwayman, an
active worker in the revolutionary oppesition bloc, was shot
down_by a Fascist murderer. The Austrian working poeple

ted the sympathy expressed the Hamburg congress, in
the hope that these words of condolence signified a simultaneous
declaration of war on the bourgeoisie. And Seitz actually did
hasten from Hamburg, and ventured to declare, over the corpse
of Comrade Still, the second victim of Fascism within so short a !
time, that: * Ausiria is not a counfry of Fascism. We repeat .
what we have al\myn maintained: we will. realize socialism by
democratic means Representatives of the * opposition bloc
of the railwaymen " and of the communist party were not allowed
to be present. The working masscs, who, day before had
accompanied their martyr on his last journey in military pro-
cession, were disappointed to read that comrade Still had merely
been siruck down by the erring bullet of some criminal. H

The working masses believed that they would be summoned .
to battle against Fascism in Austria, But the social democrats
begged the bourgeoisie not to take the indignation of the working
class too seriously. ﬂ
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time, in gaining such a powerful foothold in the army that at
ite last delegate conference it was able unanimously to nominate
Vaugoin, the Christian - Socialist war minister, - formerly most
h:ﬁ by the soldiery, as honorary mewmber, and could choose the
most prominent members of the governmeni lo give the welco-
ming 3 These, especially the federal chancellor Seipel,
delivered outspoken Fascist addresses, and stated that the resulls
of the revolution in the army have now beea almost entirely
overcome, HThe governmant will not fail o continue this line
of procedure. The army will once more soon fall into accord
with the traditions of the old army. On this the representative
of the troops made the following declaration: “ The army league
has gained the confidence of the moun-Marxian partics; we shall
defend our native country agaias! the enemy at home”. Hand
in hand with this we have the diciplinizing of the social demo-
crats and communists, who are punished, or even disimissed from
the army, lor reading the Arbeitcr Zeitung or the Rolen Fakne
even outside of the barracks, or for wearing the Soviet star
even on their civilian clothes.

Never has reaction worked with such rapidity as now.
Aund the more haste shown by the government and bourgeoisie,
the slower and less eificient does the resistance of social demo-
cracy and the trade union burcaucracy become, To be sure,
a paeudo—strufgle is being carried on in parliament for the
maintenance of-the wages index and the eight hour da{. but in
actual fact, the wishes of the bourgeoisie are being fulfilled by
the conclusion of quarterly collective agreements amoug the metal
workers, the provisions of which are determinative for the regula-
tion oi wages in o her branches of industry. The working masses
are indignant. Still they cling to the firmly established rock
of social democracy, and wait for their leaders to call upon them
to defend themselves. The multitudes of the starving Austrian
proletariat know that they, the social democrats and commmnists,
will fight successfully when united in one front. ln huadreds
of mezlings held b{ 1{ne workers in every irade, especially among
the building, metal, and transpori workers, is 1o be heard, the
call for the united front. lunumerable resoluiions have been
passed by thousands of workers, demanding the convocation of
a national shop stewards congress.

The manifestos issued by the Berlin conference of the
Russian and Amsterdam transport workers organizations, which
were 1ot accorded one word of reference in the Austrian social
democratic and trade union press, just as in the same way the
attitude adopted by Fimunen Las been complelely concealed from
the masses (and Fimmen is personafly known to every worker

-+ in Austria through the great meeiings held by him there of late

years) —these manifestos have called forth the greatest joy
and complete agreement among the workers, now that the com-
munis's and revolutionary trade union bloc has succeeded in
making them known, The nnited will to fight is becoming more
and more apparent. In this situation the Communist Party
approached the social democratic parfy, the trade uuion commis-
sion, aud the unions of the metal workers, railwaymen, commerce

and transport workers, with the proposal that a joint body be -

set up on Austrian soil-as had done in Berlin on inter-
national lines—for cembatting Fasciem and War Danger. The
Austrian social democrats lined. They wrole as follows:
“In common with the trade union commission, and with the
unions of the metal workers, railwaymen, commercial and trans-
port workers, we beg to observe that the social democrat party
of Austria is able, in accordance with its program and organi-
zation, fo fulfil every political task which it is called upon to
fulfil against War {)u;er and Fascism. We declare quite
{ we see in this summons to the formation of a common
commitiee of action inst Fascism and War Danger nothin
mwore or less than another attempt at the already sufficiently well-
known communist swindle of the uaited front. We know that the
Conumittees against Fascism and War Daufer are merely the
new si ds beneath which the business of united front factics
is to be carried on at present on international lines ™,
It is still possible for the social democratic party of Austria
1o mizlead a number of their confidence meu, and to induce them
fo believe that the communisis oaly infend a deceptive manoeuvre,
But after Seipel’s scourge has fallen heavily on the backs of the
working class, that scourge which social democracy has helped
fo make, then the united frout of the workers will become a

FASCISM

“Fascist Democracy”
The new project for Electoral Reform in Italy,
By Ravetti (Turin).

Before the war, the parliamentary elections in Italy were
conducted oun the old electoral system, with small
disiricts, each district sending its deputy, and the local cliques
geuerally contriving to distort the expression of the popular will.
At the elections held in 1919 a new law was in force, based on
the proportional representation system, with lists of candidates
for the separate parties, and large electoral districts, each
sending a uumber of deputies. The new general suffrage law
was to be a reward fo the masses of (ﬁe people for their
sufferings and sacrifices during the war, At this election in
1610, carried on with the slogan: “Down with war”, the socia.
lists gained 156 seats.

Italy’s new rulers, the Fascisti, were however not satisfied
with this suifrage. Iascism needs a new suffrage, one permitting
it 10 receive the largest number of votes and yet keep up the
appearance of sirict legality; enabling it at the same time to
keep the so-called anti-national parties entirely out of the parlia-
ment, and to limit the old so-called democratic parties to a very
small number of seats, The new electoral reform bill, which has
been draited and agreed to by Mussolini and the ministerial
council, is on these lines, The new electoral system is also based
on proportional representation, but, at the same time, is so
arranged, that the will of the people cannot find expression. The
majority party (and the Fascisti present their list from the very
beginning as the majority list) is allotied three quariers of the
tolal seats in any case. The remainder of the seats are divided
among the minority parties: Popolari, democrats, radicals, re-
publicans, socialists, and comununists. In this manner all oppo-
sition is split up beforehand, & la Stambulinsky, and condemned
to parliamentary impotence. The law further prescribes that in
every large electoral district every list of parfy candidates must
be signed by 1,500 electors. The signature of the elector must
be accompanied by exact statements of his name, occupation, and
residence. 1f we assume that ltaly is divided into 20
electoral districts, and that 2 proletarian parties take part in ¢
election, 60,000 signatures of socialists and comununisis
would have to be found. It must be remembered how many com-
muunists and socialists are in prison or in exile, and how difficult
it would be to {ind 40 public notaries willing to certify the election
lists of the proletarian parties. Above all, under the present
reign of White Terror, no leaders of a proletarian party can
demand from their followers that they stand for their political
convictions by the public statement of their names, occupations

and resideuce, thus exposings themselves {o Fascist vengeance, -

The Fascist ﬁresc makes no attempt to conceal its malicious satis-
faction at this fact, and admits the main object of the new
suffrage system fo be a blow at the anti-national parties. But
the Fascisti ar¢ mistaken if they think that they can silence the
voice of the proletariat in this manner. The parliament without
orpositiou, such as will probably be brought fogether by the new
electoral system, will be a body without a soul, aud will represent
in actual practice a mere reflection of the supreme Fascist council,
an instrument in the hands of capitalism for (pe su ion of
the prolefariat. And if the Fascisti think that the proletarian
movement is dead, they are again mistaken, Beneath the ashes of
reaclion, the flame of revolution will break forth more brightly
than ever, when the given moment comes!

[ IN THE INTERNATIONALJ

The Communist Party of Roumania
By Al Badulescu (Bucarest),

The flames of the Russian Oclober revolution have thrown

ing people of

resistance

their gleams upon the path {rodden by the
Roumania. Bui the difficulties have been enormous, ,
ol the social democratic leaders almost invincible, It was not
until May 11, 1921, that the cougress of the socialist party
resolved on affiliation with the Communist international, on
the alteration of the name of the {
munist Jn&y", affer the “
. On the second
Q
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machine guns began to play their . The bourgeoisie arrested
all those participators l’:l ythe Pﬂ:” who had voted without
reservation for aftiliation with the Comintern. It held-up the
political movement in the whole country, in this manner pre-
venting the advance of the Roumanian proletariai, and thus in-
fluencing its actual attitude towards the Comintern.

struggle of the Roumanian workeis for their revolu-
tionary organization has been a painful and arduous one. Be-
trayed af the lirst mument of its existence, the proletarian
moyvement in Roumania had to sulfer suppression and persecution
during the peasants revolution in the year 1907, and the tragedy
of the war of 1916, Within less than one year, war and discasz
reduced the population of Roumania by more than 800,000,
Among thege there were many of our leaders: Marinescu (secre-
tary ol the Pasty), who fell in the trenches; Dr. Otioi-Caliu (mem-
ber of the CC), who died of spotied fever, Max Vexler (Party
theoretician), who was shot on the orders of the Bratianu govern-
ment; and many others. :

The Party, thus deprived of its best forces, was not only
unable to ward off the conslant hail of blows dealt by the Rou-
manian bourgeoisie, but was not even able to repair with suffi-
cient rapidity the dam.x;ic done by these blows. The struggle was
n:mlerc{i11 even more dilficult by the partially iilegal communist

ropaganda, carried on at a time when it was not vet necessary
flOlp;;W.’O), as this provided the gmc_rnnm‘\t.wulh the oppor-
tunity for carrying om repressions, This activity at the wrong
time had the elfect that we lost other excellent comirades, as for
instance, Al. Constantinescu, who succeeded, after being condem-
ned to decades of penal sservifude, in escaping from prison and
taking refuse in Soviet Russia. The great error of this activity
did not become apparent until later on, after the general strike
of October' 1920, when all possibility of lic activily was at an
end and there was an almost total lack of suitable forces for
carrying on illegal activity. s

Eut it was found possible to overcome even these difficul-
ties. Affer the prisons were filled with thousands of workers,
the bourgeoisie suddenly found a new adversary in the youthful
workers, who determined to advance along the same path marked
with the sufferings of whole generations. At the conlerence held
at Ploesti on October 3. and 4., there came into existance the
Communist Party, the Party of the working class; many comrades
had meanwhiie been released from the prisons, the shameful

. proceedings institited against them having completely colhr«d.
arty

At that time the “centrists” were no longer in the |
Beneath the shellering wings of the government, and with the
aid of the police apparatus, they considered themselves in a
m):‘llti%? to draw over to their llchtbe' workehr: devo::‘ 1o the

lan emancipation. But from the ve inni
ﬂ.i? m« that lg: were but voices crryying in :!2
wilderness and they succeed«i in gaining no following unou:f the
workers whatever. Today our “centrists”, as is the case almost
9ve3whcye else, are united to the social democrats, and, full of
, sions, took part in the wedding tour to Hamburg!

The st Party is going d! Today it is more
powerful than ever, although the activity permitted it is scarcely
more than semi-legal — and even then extremely limited —, and
although it is seve persecuted by the lawlessiess and hate of
the The t Party of Roumania is ibited
from any public activity, It is not even allo
meetings amoug its members. The communist
rature are only free in certain of the
all this, its infl is further
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authoritics, in the “Defence” Spy Service. But abroad the
P.S.P, has obstinately denied all guilt, speculating, in accordance
with ils time-worn practice, upon the ignorance of foreign
countries concerning Polish affairs.

This time, however, the P.5.P. has had bad luck. The

Vilna Przeglad Vilenski, one of the principal organs of the Poligsh

Lefi Bloc, on Juiie 10. contained a leader with the title: “The)
Regeueration of the Left.” This article examines the causes of
the defeat of the Leit Bloc in Poland and ascribes this defeat to
demoralization. The leader contains the following passage:

“Is it not a phenomenon indicative of deep demoralization,
that former revolutionaries and conspirators today do secret
police service?  Almost every department of the “Defence” was
and still is full of sympathizers and even aclive members of the
PS.P. and * Vyzodenie” (left peasant party—N.U,), It is
natural and obv.ous that many a former enthusiast for liberty
has succumbed to an evolution of his convictions and taken a
liking to his new position, changing from a hunted and persecuted
victim into a zealous servant and defender of the system of
oppression. Such people can no longer be counted as “left”.
We have been in a  position to observe a  queer
mixture of stafi shoulder straps and badges (This refers to
the leaders of the P.S.P., they are nearly all ciiicers of the
“ Young” Polish Army, for instance, the P.S.. deputies
Moraczevski  (Major), = Javorovski (Captain), Liebermann
(Lieutenant, ‘who fought as a volunteer in the war against
Russia), the fallen deputy Napiorkovski (Lieutenant), efc.,
etc.—N.U.). We have very often observed the exchange of the
military uniform for the military blouse, so that one never knew
with whom, at a given movement, one had to deal, with a
represenfafive of the authorities or with a provocateur, etc.”

So stales the Przeglad Vilenski. 1t is not a Communist or
a hostile source of information; as it happens the glad tidings
come from the P.S.P.'s own camp, as an expression oi repentance.
Repentance, alas, comes 100 late. These gentlemen wish to make
a virtue of the necessity of stopping the process of demoralization,
but the new Government has been beforehand with them in
filling every sinecure, and -the gentlemen of the *left” find
themselves everywhere supplanted, the * Defence ” not excepted.
Hence this am{eucd conscience and repenfance.

We recommend the Executive of the “united” International,
formed recently at Hamburg, and, above all, we recommend Fritz
Adler to procure the paper we have cited, to inquire of the P,S.P,
concerning the truth of the sfatements made, and to sce that the
present enforced retirement of the P.S.P. people from the
“ Defence ” is made permanent.

And should the leaders of the Workers’ “ Socialist” Inter-
national be ot the opinion, that it does not become a “Socialist”
Party to act as agent provocateur, should they desire, further,
to appoint a commissiou of inquiry into the case of the P.S.P
then_the Red Trade Unious in Poland, the C.P of Polaud, and
the Ukrainian Social Democracy in the Polish districts will all
be in a position o lay before such a commission very interesting
and voluminous material. A

; workers of Poland are vitally interested in such an
inquiry; it weuld also be inferesting for the international prole-
tarial, which, so it is alleged, is up in arms against the “Com-
munist at in Russia,

Special Notice. :
As we have severed our connection with the Banking

House of Bett-Simon and Co., Berlin, and with all ils
abroad, we request those of our readers who have o
remitied their subscriptions through this channel, no longer to
pay in their subscriptions to the various banks whose names were
Eev_wml* given, but to send them {o us by cheque direct to
rlin. This discontinuance of our former banking connections
will, of course, not necessitate any change of arrangements in
countries where a cenfer has been set up for the
of subscriptions.
The Management of the laternational Press-Correspondence.
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Change of Address :
In mm of having faken over another function,

Comrade F. is reling his work in connection with
the “Inprecorr”. All communications, remittances
MMmew.hmtto lollmg:‘:
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